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Background 
The global economy has grown and changed significantly in recent decades. Although many measures of 
development such as income and life expectancy have improved, the benefits of global economic growth 
have been uneven. There has been a drastic rise in social inequality and environmental degradation — a 
direct result of the pursuit of unsustainable management of the Earth’s natural wealth. 
 
IUCN wants to see a rapid transition to a green economy, one that recognises the fundamental 
dependence of human well-being on nature and the critical benefits and services it provides. Healthy 
ecosystems such as forests, wetlands and river basins play a major role in supporting local livelihoods as 
well as providing investment opportunities. 
 
It is time for countries to act collectively to reform the economy so that it supports efforts to eliminate 
poverty, protect biodiversity and ecosystem services, and promotes sustainable development. IUCN calls 
for a re-examination of our economic indicators to identify those which can better reflect the status of 
human well-being. It also wants to see the full value of biodiversity and ecosystem services reflected in 
national accounts, private sector reporting, and decision making. 
 
The IUCN Congress will demonstrate how a green economy is a vehicle to achieve sustainable 
development and will highlight ways to incorporate the role of biodiversity and ecosystem services into our 
economic and social activities. 
 
Key events at Congress 
• World Leaders Dialogue: Nature+ development: Green growth: myth or reality? 9 September, 17:00-

18:30, Tamna Hall 
• TEEB implementation: practical solutions for mainstreaming biodiversity and ecosystem values in the 

economy, 9 September 14.30-16.30 Halla Hall (A) 
• The way forward after Rio+20: Greening the economy through collective action for sustainability, 9 

September 14.30-16.30 room 201 
 
Spokesperson 
Andrew Seidl, Head of IUCN Economics and Environment Programme, e andrew.seidl@iucn.org 
 
Related Publications 
• The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity; TEEB for policy makers : responding to the value of 

nature: http://www.iucn.org/what/tpas/greeneconomy/resources/publications/?uPubsID=4289 
 
Media contacts 
Borjana Pervan, IUCN Media Relations, m +41 79 857 4072, e borjana.pervan@iucn.org   
Maggie Roth, IUCN Media Relations, m +1 202 262 5313, e maggie.roth@iucn.org  
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